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Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. Mariam’s mother tells her: “Women like us. We endure. It’s all we have.” Discuss how this 
feeling informs Mariam’s life and how it relates to the larger themes of the novel. 
 

2. By the time Laila is rescued from the rubble of her home by Rasheed and Mariam, Mariam’s 
marriage has become a miserable existence of neglect and abuse. Yet when she realizes that 
Rasheed intends to marry Laila, she reacts with outrage. Given that Laila’s presence actually 
tempers Rasheed’s abuse, why is Mariam so hostile toward her? 

 
3. Laila’s friendship with Mariam begins when she defends Mariam from a beating by Rasheed. 

Why does Laila take this action, despite the contempt Mariam has consistently shown her? 
 

4. At several points in the story, Mariam and Laila pass themselves off as mother and daughter. 
What is the symbolic importance of this strategy? In what ways is Mariam’s and Laila’s 
relationship with each other informed by their relationships with their own mothers? 

 
5. One of the Taliban judges at Mariam’s trial tells her, “God has made us different, you women 

and us men. Our brains are different. You are not able to think like we can. Western doctors 
and their science have proven this.” What is the irony in this statement? How is irony 
employed throughout the novel? 

 
Please attach this sheet with your answers!   

If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 
 

Return completed answers by July 30, 2016 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-360-3 or Center Campus C-164 during normal business hours. 


