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         *Required 

 
Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. The book opens with “Friday, August 26,” an expository chapter that introduces us to Zeitoun’s 
family life and his business life, the two very interconnected. What are some of the ways in 
which the descriptions here draw you in as a reader, and make these people and their 
situation real? Why is the timeline a good structural choice for this story? 
 

2. Do Abdulrahman, Kathy and their children make up an unusual American family, or not? How 
would you describe the relationship between Zeitoun and Kathy, in marriage and in business? 
What effect does their religion have on the way others in the community see them? 

 
3. Why has Eggers woven into the story accounts of Zeitoun’s past in Syria, his upbringing, his 

brother Mohammed, the champion swimmer, his brother Ahmad, and their close bond? What 
effect does this framework of family have on your perception of Zeitoun’s character, his ethics, 
his behavior? 

 
4. Discuss what happens when Zeitoun and the others are forced to get into the boat and are 

taken into custody. Is it clear why they are being arrested? What assumptions are made about 
Zeitoun and the other three men? 
 

5. What is Zeitoun’s feeling now about what happened? How does he move forward into the 
future, as expressed in the book’s closing pages? 

 
 

Please attach this sheet with your answers!   
If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 

 

Return completed answers by April 30, 2019 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-137 or Center Campus C-164 during normal business hours. 


