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Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. What is the significance of the title, The Sympathizer? 

2. What does the narrator mean when he tells us, “I am a man of two minds”? How does this 
statement reverberate throughout the book? 

3. Talk about the conclusion of the book, which many describe as shattering. Was it so for you? 
How has the narrator been changed by his experiences? What has he come to learn about 
himself, his guilt, his identity, the war, America and Vietnam? 

4. The narrator says that the war in Vietnam “was the first war where the losers would write 
history instead of the victors.” What does he mean by that? What do you know (or remember) 
about the war – and how did you come to know it? How does point of view, who does the 
telling, alter one’s understanding of history? 

5. What impact did American culture have on the Vietnamese refugees as they sought to fit in in 
their adopted homeland? 

6. When Vietnamese refugees returned home, how do you think they were viewed by those who 
never left? 
 

 
 

Please attach this sheet with your answers!   
If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 

 

Return completed answers by April 28, 2018 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-360-3 or Center Campus C-164 during normal business hours. 


