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Complete and thoughtful answers to these questions will earn you 0.30 CEU credits toward the 
Cultural Competency Certificate.  
 

1. Do you see ways in which the tightrope might function as a metaphor, or symbol throughout 
the book? Explain. 
 

2. What parallels do you see between the society of the 1970s, as McCann depicts it in the novel, 
and today? How do you believe these similarities and differences speak to the changes in 
America and the world over the past several decades? Would it be reasonable to say that 
America itself is one of the evolving characters in the novel, a separate figure whose story is 
also being told? 

 
3. The narrative takes place almost exclusively in New York City, but could it have taken place in 

any other city in the world? How can this be seen as a specifically “New York” novel, and how 
might it not be?  
 

4. McCann tells us in the Author’s Note that the title is inspired by a nineteenth-century English 
poem that in turn was inspired by sixth-century Arabic poetry. Now he uses it for for a twenty-
first century American novel. What connections is the author making? 

 
 

Please attach this sheet with your answers!   
If you do not turn this sheet in with your answers, you WILL NOT get credit! 

 

 

Return completed answers by July 31, 2017 to: Dr. Cassandra Spieles, South 
Campus J-360-3 or Center Campus C-109 during normal business hours. 


